E-Book Assignment	                                                     	Carie Shirley


[bookmark: _gjdgxs]The title of my book is Frogs and Toads. Here is the link: http://bookbuilder.cast.org/view.php?op=view&book=109894&page=1. I chose to write about this topic because it is something that really interests my current students. The readability level of my book is 2nd grade. I chose this grade because it is the approximate level that all of my students are reading on. All of my students are able to read up to 3rd grade Dolch sight words and can decode most consonant blends. They can read most words that have short vowel sounds and some long vowel sounds. They are at the full alphabetic stage. They are able to read fluently up to one grade level below their peers. My students have delayed vocabulary knowledge because they were or are unable to learn on grade level because of a learning disability or their behaviors impede their learning. This also impedes their ability to comprehend text on the same grade level as their peers.
My students enjoy reading about any kind of animals, but have specifically been interested in frogs and toads this year. They have brought in several books from the school library and have shared information with each other throughout the first semester. When I asked them what kind of book they would like me to write, they answered something about frogs. They are very excited that they can read a book that I actually wrote and they can use the interactive features to help them through the book.
My favorite parts of the book are the coaches and the real-life illustrations that I’ve put in the book. Most of my students like interactive activities and books, so the ability to read highlighted words with the help of the coaches is imperative for them to read larger words that they can’t decode. I also added in questions with the ability to respond to the questions to assess for prior knowledge and text-to-self and text-to-world understanding. 
I used a larger font to ensure that my students were intimidated by the amount of words on a page. I also wrote the words in a green color, but used black for the headings on the pages. I specifically did this to show them that the headings are just as important as the green text. I also underlined the headings and the vocabulary words that are in the glossary to show emphasis on these words that they are important words to remember. I chose wording that my students would be able to recognize from their sight word lists and that they are able to decode easily and coaches to help them with the larger words that they would need help reading. I tried to add a voice prompt to the book so that I could read it to them, but unfortunately, my computer doesn’t have a microphone feature. 
I also used captions on the photos to grab the interest of my students. It was difficult to find free images that didn’t have a copyright to include in this book. Most pictures of frogs and toads all look about the same. Since this story is just a book that only covers basic knowledge, I didn’t want to add too many different types of frogs without writing about them. I felt that this may be a distraction from the story itself. 
My students will be able to read the story fluently independently when they use the coach for the bigger words. However, most of the words that I used in the book, we have covered in other stories that they have read this year. All vocabulary words that I included in the story, I have added to the glossary. After reading the book and studying the glossary, I would assess them on their understanding of these words. I used text-to-self and text-to-world activities throughout the book using the coaches to ask questions.
I wanted to add so much more to my book, but I was worried that any second grade student would be intimidated by the amount of pages in the story. I have several students that have to count the number of pages in a book and will refuse to read it if it’s over 18 pages long. I also addressed Common Core Standards that they have currently been working on in the classroom. I think this would help them stay consistent with what they are currently learning and will be able to build on the standards as we continue with new stories and lessons.
Common Core Standards that I have addressed in this book are as follows:
1. 2.RL.5 Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.
2. 2.RI.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
3. 2.RI.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
4. 2.RI.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
5. 2.RI.6 Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe
6. 2.RF.3f Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words.
7. 2.RF.4a Read on-level text with purpose and understanding.
I really enjoyed creating this book. I’ve already talked to the Title I teacher in my building and she is very interested in the website. I had my 4th grade student read the book to me this week and she was very excited and loved the illustrations and coaches! I think I may have my own students write their own books as a writing assignment sometime this year!
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